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The work at NAREI with the “Other Crops” sector has been progressing steadily despite the many challenges.   

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic resulted in an almost “lockdown” with very few field activities and was 

compounded by unusual weather patterns, which led to severe flooding and high input cost. NAREI’S staff 

worked diligently to support our farmers during this period. They conducted numerous “outreaches” for the

registration of farmers and householdsthat suffered and the subsequent distribution of flood relief packages.

Despite these challenges, we have seen positive growth in this sector. This is a result of sound agriculture 

policies and programmes that target all facets of Agriculture. We have seen significant Government support

 in the following areas: tax concessions, emphasis on drainage and irrigation, direct support for farmers 

affected by impacts of adverse weather, scientific research and farmers’ education. NAREI distributed to 

farmers, seeds and seedlings, and tissue culture plantlets of plantain, banana, pineapple and breadfruits.

 In addition, farm equipment, insecticides, weedicides, fertilizers and other supplies were requested to “get back” 

to the fields as quickly as possible. I would like to single out the farmers for commendation. They have 

demonstrated remarkable resilience in the face of the challenges referred to earlier.  They have exemplified 

dedication and commitment to ensuring that our food supply needs are met. Promoting climate change 

adaptation measures to reduce the impact of repeated flooding along coastal regions, NAREI assisted farmers 

in the construction of 100 shade houses for vegetable cultivation.  These measures were supported by the 

investment of $50M to restore coastal mangrove ecosystems to reduce flooding and saline intrusion onto farmlands. 

NAREI’s technical staff have been working with farmers and the private sector in the production of corn, 

soya bean, broccoli, cauliflower and carrots in keeping with the national strategy of reducing the need for the 

importation of commodities that can be produced in Guyana. In addition, NAREI continued to conduct research 

and provide advice to farmers in the areas of soil fertility and pest and disease management. The staff of the

Extension Department continued to work in transforming the lives of farmers and other stakeholders through the

implementation of agricultural innovation systems. These required extensive and sustained efforts in the areas

of training, technology transfer, data collection and special activities that assisted in strengthening the capabilities

of farmers to become better and more efficient producers.  Finally, in the implementation of the various policies 

of the Government, we have stayed true to our mission and continue to work diligently to improve livelihoods

nationally and to enhance food and nutrition security for Guyana.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS’ ACTIVITIES

The Board of Directors was appointed on December 8, 2020, to serve for one year:
1.   Mr. Joseph Singh, Major General (retd), Chairman 
2.   Dr. Oudho Homenauth, CEO / Ex-Officio Member
3.   Mr. Ricky Roopchand Director
4.   Dr. Dindyal Permaul Director
5.   Mr. Jainarine Narine Director
6.   Ms. Natasha Beerjit-Deonarine Director
7.   Mr. Albert Andrew Forsythe Director
8.   Mr. Porandatt Narine Director
9.   Ms. Anjanie Narine nee Seebaran Director
10.  Dr. Garvin Cummings Director
11.   Mr. Suresh Amichand Director
12.   Mr. Christopher Vandeyar Director
13.   Ms. Bibi Shadick Director
14.   Mr. Raymond Ramsaroop Director
15.   Mr. Pooran Seeraj Director
It must be noted, that there were some changes made at the level of management 
and the Board of Directors during the reporting period. These are as follows:
1.   Mr. Pooran Seeraj was appointed Deputy Chief Executive Officer- Extension (ag)
 resulting in him no longer being a member of the Board of Directors.  
2.   Mr. Jagnarine Singh was appointed Chief Executive Officer of NAREI on March 1, 2021, 
and became the new Ex-Officio Member of the Board. Committees of the Board

As of 2020-2021, the following Committees operated under the supervision of the Board:

1. Appointments Committee
● Mr. Joseph Singh, Major General (retd), Chairman
● Dr. Dindyal Permaul- Member
● Mr. Ricky Roopchand- Member
● Mr. Suresh Amichand- Member
● Mr. Christopher Vandeyar- Member
● Mr. Jagnarine Singh- CEO / Ex-Officio Member 

2. Research Programme Advisory Committee

● Dr. Dindyal Permaul- Chairman
● Dr. Garvin Cummings- Member
● Mr. Ricky Roopchand– Member
● Mr. Jagnarine Singh- CEO

3. Crop Protection Programme Advisory Committee

● Mr. Suresh Amichand- Chairman
● Mr. Jainarine Narine- Member

● Mr. Raymond Ramsaroop- Member
● Mr. Jagnarine Singh- CEO

4. Extension Programme Advisory Committee

● Mr. Ricky Roopchand - Chairman
● Mr. Porandatt Narine - Member

● Ms. Anjanie Narine nee Seebaran- Member
● Ms. Natasha Beerjit-Deonarine - Member

● Mr. Jagnarine Singh– CEO

5. Finance and Administrative Programme Advisory Committee

● Mr. Christopher Vandeyar- Chairman
● Ms. Bibi Shadick- Member

● Mr. Albert Andrew Forsythe- Member
● Mr. Jagnarine Singh- CEO

It must be noted that the life of the Board of Directors came to an end on December 8, 2021. 
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